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Tho perception problem published In Tim
Sun Nov. SO Is an excellent example of the ac-

curacy with whloh cards may soniotlmM lw
Disced, even after only two or thrse tricks liars
keen played, It being granted In ndvnnco Hint
the players are following "book," Y Is enabled
to place every card of any Importance. A Rtcat
in any solutions woro received, but comparatively
few wore correct, somo of the finer points being
overlooked, Tlio best analysis of the situation
was given by O, A. Moody of Mount Vernon.
Others were "Chester," J. U.KIwell. Brooklyn;
C. H. F Toronto; 0. H. Flsh, Now Yorkj K. K.
Hall, Bcranton; M. C. label, Ansonla;
.A. M. Knickerbocker, Syracuse; J. F.

Provldenco; L. N. Mathows, Corn-
ing; 0. H. Snrgcatit, Leeds, Mass.; A. Story,
and Edwin 8. Lewis.

Tho situation is this; The heart kins Is turned
'by Z, and his partner, Y, holds these, enrds:
1. -- A. 2; C.--8, 0. 4; D.--K. J, 4; 8.--Q, J, D, 8. G.

Tho first throo tricks aro: C A, 4, S. 0; O.--K,

C, Q, 7; D. Q. K. 8. n, Y's lead for tho noxt
trick will now depend on his ability to plnco the
curds correctly. Ills Inferences aro as follows:

A shows that he hold flvo clubs originally,
'but as he does not continue them he cannoti 'bare the Jack, 11 has no more, so tho jack must
li In Z's hand, and A holds 10, 0, 3, A has not
tmore than three trumps, and theso must bo
weak, otherwlso ho would bo on with
the clubs end forco his partner. Neither II nor
'. bavins signalled, they must hare four
trumps each. A cannot havo a certain card of
rcPntry In spudos, or ho would have cone on
with the clubs to estnblit.il them. Moody and
.Klwell wero tho only salvors that noted this
point, which is well takon. If tho diamond
queen was dunbly cuardod, It would not be led,
the two-cor- d spado suit being bettor; so A mutt
hno Q H only In diamond, and three worthless
spades. Ii probably holds 10, 0 of diamonds. while
'. Is marked with the A, 7, 0, S. lly a simple
procets of exclusion. Y Is nblo to place only one
spade In '.' Iinmi, four In 11'?. and three In A's.
'1 lie problem for V Is to bring In tho diamonds,
if he can, for the spades are hopeless If Z boa
has but one.

Solven aro divided on tho question of tho
liest lead fur Y, tho majority favoring the trump
jicc. followed by tho ileVJo, which will Insure
three rounds, the club Jack or tbo diamond suit
then forcing the last trump out fof B's hand. If
he Is left with the best. Others think It better
to play tho diamond Jack first, because Z cannot
pluce that card, and If Z should be ablo to draw
.nil the trumps, and ibould then lead aco of dia-
monds, tho Jack would block the suit; or If It Is
.givtnupon theee. It will make tho ten good In
H's hand. Others arguo that tho chances are
ugalnst Z'a being ablo to draw all the trumps,
and that Being left with the last, after forcing
1), he can trump himself In again.

Hero Is tho actual play of the hand, which
shows thai B was keenly alive to the dangers of
his position and took advantagoot his knowl-
edge of the location of tho euros very well.
A-- R are partners against Y Z. Z dealt and
turned the heart king. Tho underlined card
wins tho trick and the card under It Is the next
one led:

lj TUCK. A Y D Z

l'J;l ! A 4-- 2 a
I-- ' jlll 2 K 5 Q 7
I jlWI 3 Q 0 JL2. 8 o 3oI '

iV A 0 3 O A 135 9 8
W I B C 4-- V 2 O 9 ? Q

I ' '

7 3 5 6 J
J 2 0 4-- SO A 0

' '
!.".!!.. 2 J O 1O0 5 0

10 3 Q AJ, 1O0
11 4 4 8 V J V 7

JM 13 9 9 K. 6 0
'

J-- 13 10 J 7 6 7 0
rj

I A-- win Ave tricks.
I Trick 7. B refuses the force, hoping A has tho

" tbo ten will win thei, , diamond Jack and that
ii third round.

, Trick 8. It would require somo courage for r,

, ,1 v lead the small dlamond.whllethe best trump.
I t ) V M the established clubs, and probably the spade
'

V M I suit are all against him. The difficulty forest-e-
, 9 by some solvers Is now apparent, for Z cannot
't plnce the jack of diamonds, and has no means
I I at knowing that A cannot get In with It and
! continue the clubs.
r Trick 10. Y now faces the Inevitable, and B

I ( resDS the benefit of baring passed theiclub Jack.
' I , Had Y led the diamond at trick 4, Z could
1 have been sure of u forco In diamonds, holding
JI . i back tho club Jack, and A-- B would havo made
M four tricks only Instead of ilve. The same

J 1,1 ' result Is brought about if U trumps the club
I' I Jack at trick 7, a A-- B will then make four

Had A followed Drayson's prlnclplo of going
! j right nlong with the clubs, and forcing hi;

f partner, even with weak trumps, A--B would
I, still hae made four tricks.
8 This hand was put Intoatray for a n

i short-suite- r to open, and A--B got six tricks out
HCfttf 1 of it as follows:

TR1CX. k V D Z

I l Q 0 K O 8 0 3 0
S 2 0 8 0 K O lOft

( 3 A3 A 4- .AQ A 6
,1 4 A K A 5 A 2 A 7

6 A A A 8 6 A A J
o 4- A 9 A A P 8
7 0 3 0 2 0 5 O K

8 O 4- O A 0 9 0 7
0 2 0 JO IO0 A 0

10 0 6 4-- CMC O Q
I 11 3 A 6 A 9 Q 7 0

IS A 9 J O J 5 0
I 13 A IP QJ 7 A 6 0

A-- B win six tricks.
In the opening lead A reasons thot If be makes

what he can In clubs he will then have to force!j his piitner or to open a wcuk mlt. If lni
partner gets In. A will be made third hand, nlin
Hbioliitely nothing to protect hlmielf with:

f therefore, lie thinks It better to gio his partner
i n

lime.
chance first, as tho clubs should make uny

I Tilck '.'. Thanks to Y'a Inforrnatory leads. H
enn mark him with Q, J. ! of tpndea, and ,

wltn no moro. A has shown that ho hiih
imtlilng In (llnmondsi, so clubi aro hi' suit, or he
has nothing at all in plain suits. Tho support-- 1

log club follows these inferences a n matter of
course. How simple A's ehort-su- lt opening
iuKkt-- It for II!

I Trltk II, A has to choose between letting one
1 edrerMvry trump and tho other dUraril, and
V faivltlting tils partner's anade nco to force Z,

wlm will then have to do tho worrying about
what to play next.

Trick tl. B's false enrd In diamonds led Z to
believe that his best play was to win this trick,
to prevent A and fl from making their trumDs
eparately. 1 ho play probably won a trick, for

If Z had left the lead with Y, and he had led
I another diamond, A would have made his small

'rump, and on the olub B would havo got rid of
' his spude; PivlngA-I- ) seven tricks. IfYsiilfts

tnspaden. Z's play does not matter, as A must

discard.
make his small trump; but II does not gut a

Quite a number of persons have asked The
Sun for more of these porcentlon problems, nnd
curiously enough the majority uf such requests

. . ...1 ..I. 1.1 a..!.... Inl. ,i,ta.JHUlVn ill'Ut ll.u n MM l' mala c, a ...... .......
Here is oiio wnlch Is a problem in Judgment,
inure than In mere placing of tho cants: ,

dealt and turned tho heart 10. 11 held these
II.. A, Q. c. :i; 0 J. ". a ; I.. J. ; ,f-- . K.

Q, 1, :i. The firut three tricks weie as follows:

A Y

PJffiA W v l"'? I P 1

rCO? O ? P Awlni.

JPy P O cj O O

I " ' M O o I""n'- -

" 7e,"9 r F"17!
B 0 0 9 y?v t"111

J o Q K.?J
I Mow much does B know of the sltuntlon, and

what Is bis best lead 7 Names of tlioo seudlnu
J best solutions will be published Dec. "7.

Quite a number of whist editors agree with
Tub Sum In claiming that tho long.suit guine.
as laid down by "Cavendish" nnd Pole, no
lunger oxlsii In this cnuntry. 1.. I llakrr. cap-
tain of the Union League team, which holds the

rhnmplonshlniif l.rnokltu, suum up
tho mntte:' in tln fJliwUlH by classifying
the prevailing modes of pluy, flu -- live. In

that thine Is an oiu-iii- nut
game, ehledy renllncd lo WusliingHin;

there Is ft Ilowoll game with licailq.mrturs-l-
ltotton; a comwon-nw-eKam- Introduced by

tla?' '

Till 8un. brought Inio prominence by the Man-
hattan and New York clubs, nnd now played by
almost alt tho first-clas- s teams In tho country;
and there Is the regular wooden arrangement
known as long suits nnd American leads, which
Is confined to the classroom and used as a sort of
guiding siring for the novitiates. Ha thinks It
Is about time tho longs and the shorts ceased
calling each other blaok, since It Is evident to
any Impartial observer that they aro both pretty
well covered with each other's soot, whether
long or short. He thinks that they should com-
promise on some other name, new to both, and
suggests the "American Qnmo." since It In the
outgrowth of American discussion, analysis,
nnd experiment.

This primosltlon seems to have mot with
considerable favor. The game now played In
this conntry Is csr.alnly distinctly national.
Although tho common.sense variety of strategy
has long been tho standard game In England,
the game thero played Is not suited to dupli-
cate methods, as the chief point there Is still,
and probably always will be. playing to the
score, duplicate being unknown. The SUN bin
always maintained that the American whist
player was progressive, and that he would
eventually getaway from all such wooden ar-
rangements as number-showin- g leads and the
Invariable opening of the longest suit. A groat
mass of Ingredients, known as prlvato conven-
tions, have lately been Introduced Into whist;
but tbey will all boll down nnd evaporate. In
time, and leavo us with a good, common-sens- e,

natlonnl game. Why not christen It whlloltls
youug. and call It what It will be called Indue
time, "the American Uanie?"

It Is all nonsense for any one to claim that tho
theories of Polo and "Cavendish" aro still the
stnndard of play. At the Brooklyn compass
whtst match on Monday lust a short-suit- was
congratulating himself on having made a killing
by leading a singleton diamond In a certain
hand which had turned out exceptionally well.
On comparing scores n 1th fh e or six other play-
ers It was found that they had made Just as
many tricks. This led to further Inquiry, mid It
was found that these players had also led the
elngloton, and seemed surprised that any sensi-
ble whist playor should select any othor lead
from such a hand, tieveral whist columns. In-
dependently or TnR Sum, hare called attention
to the fact that the champion Hamilton team
can no longer poso as They are
still wedded a little too olosely to conventionali-
ties, but they are Improving steadily and are on
the high road to becoming first-clas- s representa-
tives of tho American game.

tub a, it. UTiiornv.
Much was expected from tho matoh between

Hamilton and the Capital Bloycle Club, as tho
latter carry the short-su- it theory to extremes.
Those who read Milton Work's article last Sat-
urday could not fall lo see that It was a hedge
against possible defeat, and as a matter of fact
tho Hamilton's were very nervous about this
particular match, and had a good hoorah, with
poetry, when It was safely over. There ate few
persons who will agree with Harry Low when
ho says that the Wasblngton team was as
strong as when It won three straight
matches against the Columbia Athletic
He Is modest enough tn Insist that without
either himself or Woolen on the team. It
was still strong enough to face Hamilton; but
w lth at least one player who was quite out of
touch with the others, had not practised with
them, and Is a long-su- it playerlnto the bargain,
few will regard the matoh as representing the
Capital Bicycle Club at Its best. At tlrst It was
decided not to play, as Luw could not possibly
go; but ho insisted that the Hamlltooa should
not bo deprived of a possible win by a forfeited
match, which would not count anything for
them, for unless tho match Is actually played It
does not reckon toward the permanent posses-
sion of the cup. Tho gam forfeited by New
Jersey to New York counted nothing for the
holders of the trophy.

Tho teams wero: For Hamilton, Ilemak,
Work, Ballard, and Mogridge. For Washing-
ton, Carr, Barrlck, Fogg, and (juackenbnsh.
The final score was '.'5 to 14 In favor of Hamil-
ton. The renlt of the Uamiltou-WUmlnglo- u

match will be found on our sporting page as
usual morning.

DIFFICULT LEADS.
When one no longer depends on Dr. Pole's

arithmetical rulo for ascertaining the best suit
to lead from In any given hand It sometimes
becomes a nice question to select a suit- - In the
ladles' match In Washington four tricks were
lost on one hand by an error In Judgment In the
opening lead. The heart deuce was turned and
the leader held: IL. A, 10, 0, 3: C, A, Q, J,
10.5.4: 1)., K; S.. t). 4.
The Philadelphia player risked the trump lead,
and was fortunate enough to find her partner
with the K. Q, 0, of trumps, and the king of
clubs, making eleven tricks. The Washington
plaer also wished to avoid tho club suit open-In-

ana did not feel justified In taking such a
!hot as to lead trumps with an unestabllshed
suit, and no safe card of reentry; but unfortu-
nately. Instead of leading the spades, she opened
with the diamond king, and although she and
her partner had later opportunities tnget out
tho trumps, they did not do lo. and made only
seven tricks.

A band was played In Brooklyn on Monday
night at the compass whlsl match, in which
sumo players got five tricks, and some eleven,
the majority getting six or seven. The heart
four was turned, and the leader held IL, K, Q,
10; C. 0. 4. !; IJ.. 7. 4, a; S.. A, J. 0. 8. No one
teemed to know what to open. Some fell back
in Poleand lei I thespadep.whlch netted them Ave
to seven tricks. Others did not like toopen that
suit, on account of tbu potential teuace; neither
did they like tn guess between the two weak
-- ults. and so they led the trumps. Others, in-
cluding all the short-suite- r, opened the dia-
monds, and they got from nine to eleven tricks,
aernrdlng to the defence they met with.

One of the hands In tlie Hamilton-Washingto- n

match pre-ent- n problem In the opening
lead. A email heart was turned, nnd the leader
held: IL. Q. 10, H. 0: C. 10. S; D.. 10. 2; S.. Q. 10.
.', 4. 3. Hamilton opened the small spade; but
the Washington plajer guessed between the two
ci) ml suits and subsequent play lost four tricks
on the deal. With snch hands it Is always safest
lo do what you think the other fellow will do
nnd, above everything, avoid guessing, Wnen
there Is absolutely no reason for selecting one
suit in preforenco to another, lead neither of
them.

This is the hand on which the W ashlngtons
Ion four tricks. Z dealt and turned the heart

tou. I'HlLi. wash. ralLx.
TnlCK.

a y n z

l 1O0 JO Q 0 K O

2 2 0 6 0 3 0 9 O

3 A 6 O 9 8 0 A 0
4 0 8 0 3 0 4 Q K
C OlO OJ O A 0 2
0 AIO A Q A 6 3 A

7 4- A 6 A 7 A K A

8 ,,.. 5 A A 4- - A 7 7 0
0 2 A A 5 3 5 O

10 A 2 AO 8 4- - O

11 IOA O 5 A A 8 A

IS O O A A J 9 A

13 Q A O 7 A K J A

A-- win two tricks.
This hand is certainly not up to tha Wash-

ington's usual standard. At trick .'I A should
trump with tho queen or dlicard u club. Pars-
ing nnuid probably have Induced Z to lead
trumps, as Y'n discard would show weaknoss in
spadei. II would then havu led spade ace. forc-
ing Y, who would have led trumpD, as In the ac-
tual play. This would leave A with major
leuaco In trumps and minor tenacn lu spadon,
and the lend of the club J I) would have lied the
score. Instead of losing four trloks on the hand.

At trick tl II should have known that If his
partner had nnytnlug It was In spade.--. The
two leads of spades, ace first, would have forced
'. into thu lend with the king, On his lead of a
diamond A would trump and lead tho club
through Y. '1 His would havu saved three
tricks, oven after A's play at trick 3.

Had B put on thetriimuaou at trick 4 and
then led rpudes twice, it would have lied the
core, even after A's play at trick 3. A's refusal

to trump tho diumonds, allowing Y three dis-
cards, is very bad whist. Two tricks might
havu been saved, oven after all the previous bud
Plu9.

Wo leavn tn tho student tho Interesting varia.
tion that would have eight trlckn for Y-- Z

In of the best play of A-- If Y had over-
trumped with the seven and thou led bis single-
ton spade.

On theovcrrlay Hamilton led spades, whloh B
returned ami A very properly refused to trump
Z'm diamonds. If this Is a fair sample of the
iilay, we can well believe the statement I hat
Washington could havo won twenty more tricks
than It did.

rf.lTn vni-r-

It has always been u matter of surprlso In
those visiting this city that there Is practically
no duplicate wiitit In tho metropolis, and any
one wanting to Play that game hud to go to
Brooklyn. Tho Whist fl'ib of Nuw York havo
nt last taken steps to rtmi-d- this, and on
Wednesday last they began u sei los of compass
whist nights tor club members, on the same
plan as tlioso wnlch havo beou so successful In
llrooklvn. Individual scores will be kept, and
those who can kurp on the plus hide will be

on the bullullii board. Tliu many who con-
tend thalll Is Impossible to Let illy men to p'.iy
whist for fun might change their minds if they
saw tho crowding and pushing that tukei plnco
every .Monday night In Brooklyn, when over a
hundred solid businuss men elbow olio iiiiiilher
lo gel a look at tlm stores when the) aro
posted up. Willi the Cherry Uiamond dupllcalu
on Frldavs. tho New Vnrk urn! Knlckeruocker
on other nighls. thero should no longer be any
necessity for a ew Ymkur who objects t" play-
ing for money t go tn Brookl) n lor a guiiie,

Tho high scores to dute In thu Bruokl; u com-.tas- u

guiuvs iiru as fulhiwo:
rnl'l. U.l'iii-j- . Tilo'.t. Aviraar.

( A. llenrliiiies II i 7.U
K. A. I.nnlutou i,; in ,'i..'i

C. It. Kclli-- l.'i H n.0
l:. II it in 4.3
A. 1'.. Tailor is in 4.)

At tho end of tho last season tho player who
won first prlro. A hud an average at
thiioandniie-leiit- h trlcUplusiiu games .iluiud.
Whist Is improving over there.

Tho second challenge nmtcti for tho Andrews
Trophies wus plnvid In Philadelphia "i
Wednesday aflennon, Mrs. Newbold's team,
the holders, "on by tho on ijlve margin id VJI

trick In HO bauds, fim challengers ueio
Mrs. Johnson's team of Philadelphia, who
finished ninth In tho tournament, their
.ioru being Uhi matches won, and U tricks plus

CATCHING FISH ALIVE.

so3iB of xitE nnrtcr.s nr ntiian
AS AQUA11IU.U 13 STOCK EV.

The Fatllo Morte oTThU City's. Aqnnrlnm
Ofllctata to Capture n IHsm-Eatla- K

-- Countless Neta sml Their Adaptation
to the Habits at Too.

Tho opening of the new aquarium In old Cnj-tl- o

Garden has arousod great activity among
the followers of a curious and Interesting occu-

pation which Is pursued by all sorts and con-

ditions of persons In various parts of the world.
This is the business of collecting living speci-

mens of fish from tho depths of tho sen. The I

officials of the aquarium have oxperlencod
gront dWlculty In obtaining several varieties of
flsli. Thoro Is no stated collecting depart-
ment attached to tho Institution, which thoro-for- o

has to depend on tho contributions of fish-

ermen and naturalists, although ordors are
sent to men onguged In collecting marine ani-

mals and vegetable growths In various coun-

tries. The apparatus usod by these men and
the manner lu which tho future Inhabitants
of tho nquarlutn aro caught are somewhat be-

yond tbo usual.
Bomottmes, despite the art and vigilance of

the fish trappors, certain kinds of fish elude
every effort to rnpturettbom. Dr. Tarletou II.
Bean, who Is curator.ln charge of the aquarium,
says that the prize most desired during tho last
suumer was a shark of tho man-eatin- va-

riety. It Is now so lute In the season that It
Is not likely one will be caught until warm
weather sets In again, and the big fish begin to
run nearer shore. Yet all summor largo traps
were sot along tho coast and were Inspected
regularly. In the liopo tint a man-cat- might
haro chased Bomo of tho smaller sea Inhabi-
tants Into tho trail. Several sharks were
caught, but they were all of tho dog-fis- h y.

Borne aro In tho anuarlummw.
A shark trap, when made for tho purpose. Is

device not only well calculated to confine tho
flsh within Its enclosure, but alio to fool him
Into tho belief that he Is Just as free as ever he
was; for a shark ran develop on occasion a pro-

pensity for tearing nround and chewing tip
things, which, if ho thought himself confined,
wo aid be rather hard on tho not. Therefore,
the trap Is constructed so that onco tn, the dsh
is nnablo tn got out, jet with enough turnings
and twtstlngs tn Its maze-lik- e construction to
enable the shark to go through a largo space of
water before the complete circle Is made. A
shark trap Is really a species of fyke net adapt-
ed to a special need. Of course It can bo made
In various shapes, but tho most cflectlro one
Is tho four-side- d fyke. Thero Is a central box
or chamber from which long lines of netting
stretch away toward the four points of the com-
pass, so as to guldejthe flsh tnwnrd the funnel-shape- d

onenlngs. A fyke net Is In fa;t a suc-
cession of funnels set .mo Inslclo of another.

It Is a peculiarity of most fishes that they dis-
like to turn at a very ncuto angle. They will
follow cloieiy a wall of netting until thoy come
to the opening nt the funnel, when they will
continue on past tho hole and remain In cap-
tivity rathor than turn sharply around. Thus
they swim around and around the Inside of tha
net In a vain effort to nod freedom wnlcn is

under their noses. The same peculiarity
luros the flsh Into the net from the outside. LI to
the roads that lead to Home, all net obstruc-
tions for the flsh lead to captivity. Yet not a
single large shnrk has been caught this year
in the traps set along the coast. It was thought
that oiio surely would enter the big trap off tho
eastern end of Lone Island, and Dr. Bean bad
It regularly inspected and was all ready to In-
augurate the opening of tho aquajlum with the
exhibition of a man-eate- However. If success
does not reward his elforts by early spring, ho
will employ electricity for tho capture.

Tbo electric lure Is used by a number offish
trappers. It consists of nn incandescent lamp
confined within a water-tigh- t box. which Is
suspended from a buoy in the centre of the
net. Its results are most prolific as far a? tho
capture of all kinds of marine animals Is con-

cerned. The current Is obtained either from
storage batteries within the buoy or by cable
from the shore. It is a which has been
canaMo so fa' of jnly temporary Installation,
as tho straining of the buoys hare disar-
ranged In most places tho electrical connec-
tions. On the oihcrIhnnd.lt is not ..possible
within iho law to sink piles In places which
are deslraole for setting larce llsh traps. It
has been proposed to uso tho lino of electrical-
ly lighted buoys In Gedney Channel for the
purpose of luting flsh fnto traps which nilcht
be set around them, but ns the danger from
dlssrranged netting wo"ld bo great. It is a
question whether tho proper permission will
be granted. A private electric fishing plant
Is used by at least one fisherman off the At-
lantic coast. His method, while unsportsman-
like. Is effective. His Incandescent lamp has
an electro-tnutlv- e forco of ten volts. Current
for this Is obtained by flro storage battery
cells, and the light of the lamp Is much magni-
fied by reflectors placed within the lantern,
which shields tho lamp from contact with the
water. The whole apparatus occupies no un-
necessary room aboard a fishing eruuek. but
It a'tracts many fish to the nets. This devlco
was used also on tho Flsh Cnmmlcsiou steam-
er Albatross for collecting nil sorts of pelagic
organisms. It might nlso be used by dshlng
parties on storage battery launches.

The New York Aquarlnm gets Its supplies In
all kinds of queer ways, and by means of all
kinds of queer apparatus. Some of the re-
markable snecimons of ?ea anemones now In
the tanks have come long distances In common
wicker bankets, some being rent In care of the
pursers of steamers. Of course, thero was
enough dampened pea weed to keen tho croa-tur-

alive, although the fact that they lived
under the varying circumstances they were
compelled to encounter Is remarkable. Ani-
mal life of this kind Is generally scruped from
tho bottom with a dredge. Dredges aro ot all
shapes, but they generally embody the princi-
ple of two Iron Jnws.vnd a net. Tho Jaws
scratch tho lxittom, and the disengaged debris
naturally flows Into tho not. Some dredges,
ns, for Instance, those used durluz the Chal-
lenger Jeep sea Investigation, havu bunches of
.'rayed rope or j am attached to tho end. Tnov
cateli nn many mlnutolnrgnnlsms. Tho trawl
Is another stylo of dredge used In collecting
from the sea bottom, but it Is used nuro to
nick up tho dlscngugnd mutter than tn loosen It
from the botliim. Tho net most U6ed by th"
nqunrlum officials Is the large surface tow net.
It Is a species of dlsengnLCd fvko net, u series
of nets within nets. Kich funnol-shape- d com-
partment leai's to tho next, en that once e,

there Is no escape for the Mill. It is
towed over tho side of voisels. There Is

net which Is used to capture flsh at in-

termediate depths. 'Iho mouth can bo closed
nnd opened at will by those en the fishing
boat. The mouth boon nf ti n .net Is in two
pices, hinged, hi that when certain ropei er
cords aro pullet' the mouth of thn net folds or
open. There Is iilnn a patented arrangement
of this kind, which has a small automatic
icew propeller nttached to It.

By pulling the net up or down In tho wutpr
the nropnller turns to the right or the loft nnd
closes or opens the mouth of the net. Sttll
nnolher stylo has u drawing string running
around It below tho mouth. This at the proper
moment can be pulled taut, thus cuiitlnlug tho
fish or other sen Inhabitants in the lower pait
ot the bug. This fcatuioof closing audopcnlng
the hacat ivlll Is very Important, as somo llsh do
not swim above certain depth, l'heru is. In-
deed, a special trap made for orcnnisius living
at Intermediate dupths. It Is cylindrical nnd
opens at the bottom. It Is affixed to u sound-lu- g

line and allowed to sink to the tunpur
d'ipth. To the bottom Isnltavhnd an adlustu-bi- o

arm which Is attachod to a spring. When
the proper dtvili is ruac. ed a heavy sinker or
metal mussenksr Is allowed to run down the
line. It dcscei Is rapidly, him the arm. which
momentarily spilugs back, thua opening thu
aoltom of tho linn. Th trap Immediately tills
with water nnd microscopic specimens of sen
llfo. Then tin A eight having pussed nn, tho
door shuts again, preventing thu mixing of
thin don water with tho surface water.

One of the renifti-fabl- contrivances used by
tho officials of thu itiiuurlum for studying tho
Inlifbltunts of small streams, creeks, nnd
ponds, in their native huuitat, s the
water telescope. The water teloscopo Is
a boat with a false bottom. A bole is
cut In nn nrilniry row-bo- and an ob-
long box Is Inserted mUIwuy In the open-
ing. The lower Hid uf the box, wliL-- extends
far below tbu keel nf the boat. Is lined with a

of glass. Tho ton end Is left open. An
of tho boat. Is thui brought sevrral

feet nearer the bottom of tho watercourse undts
enibkil to study the animal Illo beiie.ith with-o-

tho distraction of surfnjo eddies or the
lipoles canted by the boat. The water tele-sc-

li used by niliurallsls for the study and
ultimate cupturr nfanliu.il organisms the
whorenboutsof vrhlt.li otherwlso would ln

unknown, A bout planned nfter this
fashion Is usod on nno of tho Central inerlcan
phnsphore-cen- t lakes for lourlst-- observation.

The naphtha launch linn been used lately by
foUri'lors or murine iiiilinul life. One naturalist
Is using u launch lo ciploie tho beds of ennui nf
iho w.iierciiuii"3. Thero Is a small
sized derrick aboard, and by a special urrano
incut of tbo euglno this Is Used to operate a
limine. T.io question Is now lielug ilojlded by
u party nf clentliic men whether they nhall
equip u slo.uu Iniiiich for tho samo purpo'o,

Tho pe.iplo of every country might he
suppcied to posse-- s Individual 1 leas regard-
ing tho proper way to m.iniifacturu flsh
net". et the diversity t'uat really dno
exist Is surmising. It Is doubly surpris-
ing to find that the flsh nets nt nearly
every clvlllred country aro construcltd"
on tho principle of ti,0 tyko net, however dif-
ferent they may bo lu form. Tho nreutent

Is displayed In constructing tho ap-
proaches or leaders to the net, On some paita
nf tho con-- t of frunco they t re built In shallow,
water or basket work. On other parts they
uioni.-id- of piles or logs driven upright Into
(be sea bottom. In ltujsla a peculiar lurrel--

' i. , t,hm f(yy;'.. , j .vP!.

hapei arrangement; Is used. In Norway the
net nnd Its npproivhes are most eUborato,
being hiado with a flat bottom nnd an arching
roof, iln Portugal n queer little fyko with a
handle, shaped altogether like a handbag. Is
used. In Prussian double-endcrl- s .i;cd,andtho
wholo affair, with Its flsh Inside, can lie lifted
Into u wagon and carted off. The Chinese
fyke Is slinplo, with hardly any funnel to lui- - i

pede the escape nf the flsh. In Portugal,
again, largo retaining walls havo bcon built as
leaders to the nets. There Is also a crude fyke
net until by tbo natives of Torra del Fuego.
All countries have llmlr mode, the result, per- -
haps, of tho habits of the llsh to bo raptured.
Mnni- - sea Inhabitants which are not llsh nre '

caught In fvko nets. Thero aro terrapin
fykes, eel fvkes, crab ti kes, lobstor fykes. In
fact, u fyko for every water nutmnl or flsh.
liven otters havo been caught In fyko nets.

It may be wondored by many persons how the
flsh which aro caught In other countries nnd
ellmcs are brought to the New York Aquarium
It Is one thing to catch a whale, but It Is
quite another tiling to transport It. dowever,
the whale question bus not been encountered
by the Aquarium ofllci.vls. Hat i man-eatin- g

shark might present somn difficulties nlso.
Had one boon caught oft Long Island lust sum-
mer, tbo trim which hold him would havo
been gathered In by boatmen until tho shnrk
would have been confined In mio part of tho
net. Then the wholo all air would have boon
hoisted by block nnd tai-kl- nnd capstan, nnd
before lie had had much tlino tn thrash him-
self into a lively passion tho shark would havo i

found himself tho sole occupant of tho well In
a fishing smack. Most of tho smaller flsh ore
brought to tho Aquarium In this manner. Oth-
ers from distant countries havo to bo brought
In special tanks on steamers. Tho transpor-
tation Is the most tedious portion ot tho wholo
business, as the changes lu water tempera-
ture aro likely to cause tho death of many deli-
cate spoclos of flsh. tlcnernlly. however, the
modes adopted aro tho much fore-
thought and care, and thn chapter uf accidents
Is much shorter than might be Imagined.

Atoiiicit sui.r, nr linovoiiAsr.
"The .Vluluetlnn of Km" nn Attempted nt

the Clinmliera Street Theatre.
To tub EniTOit op Tin: Sew Sir: Brough-

am's Joke. "This llouso to lie Sold," brings to
ray mind the Incidents of a ulcht spoilt at tho
old thratro In Chambers street, a few years
before tho civil war, In which tho genial John
and his old friend and partner, Burton, were
the principal parties cngnced. As well as my
memory serves meat the tlmo of which I write,
the nowspnpers wero filled with exciting
matter concerning the abduction in
New Orleans of n negro nnmid Ilhea. What
It was all about I cannot now recall, nor do I
suppuse It Is Important to tho matter In hand.

At this time, too. Burton had In his theatre a
very popular actor, now dead, I believe, by tho
name of Ilea Frank Hea-a- nd the similarity of
the names Inspired Brougham to concoct a Httlo
skit to Jolly tho public and at the samo time to
tako advantage of the publicity whloh the dally
press was giving to the name, frio the piece
which Brougham throw together was entitled
"Tho Abduction of Ilea," and the only plot tho
thing had was that tho n actor was
toboabducltd from tho theatre one night by
some of the other managers, but was to be res-

cued by some means or other: but as the niece
never came lo an eud tho audience was left In
the dark and the plot wns never revealed. Hor-ac- e

Urceler, 1 remrmbor, was reprcentod In his
old white coat and iinpjlUhed boots, and so
were James Gordon Bennett and other well-kno-

persons. Burton nnd Brougham played
the leading characters, and the reu or tbo com-
pany were scattered through tho pleco.

ell, tho curtain went up. but the farce
hadn't got fairly started when It wus seen that
there was something wrong. It began to drag;
the characters came and wont without any ap-
parent purpnso, mumbling a few words, and all
at once an unusual noise could be heard behind
the scenes, and the curtain was lowered, and
Brougham and Burton botb made their appear-
ance bcrore the footlights. Now, It was as good
as a play Itself to see these two gentlemen at
any time when they were called before the cur-
tain. Brougham, with his sparkling face beam-in- g

with fun and good humor, and the staid
nltl Hurtnn actiuir as a foil, with n faco
as unmovhble as a tombstone; but on
this occasion the audience looked for something
extra, and thoy wero not disappointed. Tbo
uufortuuate collapse of tho piny was turned
into a means of enjoyment. Burton blamed
Brougham for the fiasco, and was tailed "no
author." and Brougham got back at Burton as
being "no actor." And so they had it for

or twenty minutes banluring each other,
while the audience roared again. The sreno
flriully closed by both clasping hands, asking
pardon of the public, nnd promising it should
never, m. never, happen again.

The piece. It seemed. Had been hurriedly
thrown together, without sufilclunt rehearsal,
relying upon the irood nature of the uudlenco
and the audacity of the actors to carry it
through to a finish. J. North.

HAS JtVttlKlt 1.1,000 VE1CSOXS.

Home of Them lie Mm Hurled Tvrlco In
Ills Cnreer np nn IJudt-rtuke-

niTilJir frMllonajKifj Journal.
Having burled over 111,000 human beings

during a career of sixty 5 ears In the undertak-
ing business, Louis A. Peltier, the oldest In-

habitant of Al.cn county, Indiana, nnd the
oldest undertaker In the Stale, and very
likely the oldest In tho I'nl'.ed States,
would. If he were on every-da- y Hoosler. con-

clude It wasaboiit time to take a est. Instead,
however, he still remains in business, and is
actively engaged every day In pjuuluttng
cemeteries and depopulating Fort Yi'uvno, his
place of birth, which occurred at this Point
over eighty-tw- o years ago. This remarkably
aritvo una Tiitoriiiis uni ucuiii-.un.i-i nisi uucucu
bis eyes lo thn world In Iho old military garri-
son at Tort Wajne. nt the Junction of tho M.
Mary and St, Joe riven', which form the Muu-me- e.

Not a white human being resided outslUe
of Its stociiude ulthlu a radius ot a hundred
miles at thai time. Fierce Indiana cr the
.vilauii tribe woro absolute mastors of every
foot nf soil for ml es and miles surrounding
this famous military rettle.r.snt. His birth
marked a new epoch In thu history ot the set-
tlement and surrounding imiutry. Inasmuch
as bo was tho first white child born lu this sec-

tion of the Commonwealth. There was great
Joy in thu old Harrison when it was announced
that a sun hail been bom to n French trader
named llaloch Peltier and his French brldo.
who had been Miss l.mellne Chnpeleau. friend-
ly Indian scouts soon curled Iho livings

the stockades, and theio was a great
demand by tho friendly portion of tho Mlamla
tn the "white papor.se."

When Mr. Pidtlor was aioungstor thero
were no schools lu ihls vicinity, nn he was not

to pass several years ai study before
going tn work, but at an unusually early age
h- - began to learn iho carpenter's trade, and
ir id .ally nicked up that of cabinet maker.
Willie engaged In tills nccun.itl-- n ho wus

called on to makii colllus for somo poor
noldlcror settler who hud died, lu a touple
of year- - ho hud the Held lo himself, and found
hlmtelf the only undertaker In tills section of
tn. couutrv. 1 nr a eur nr so Ids work anel ser-vlc-

In llils direction were given gratis, nnd It
was not until he ivu-- t a little past his majority
that hu mado his Hist charge and received his
first pay. This vwisfor an Indian family which
had lost n child. This family resided on a
(ioveriiinatit grant of and ubout twelve miles
from Wnvne, nnd tho oung undertaker
delivered his colhii via hbrsebsi-k-. reielvlnga
bear pull for his pay. Tlila coffin ho describes
ns huilng been made with Kplr wood and
stained with lampbUck and benr's giu.i-- e.

-- lnco then lie bus rurvul as undertaker for
and purled over lll.uiio people, among them
being his own grand fut hor, mother mid latin r,
ilnugntorsaiid sons, nnd sevuiii! grandchllUieii,
This law number doi-- not Include those whom
he bill led the second time, ns was liiocu'o with
sevciul hundred whose remains ha romovc--
from mio cemetery to another, as tho drsi mm
wia found to Lo too close to tho city, which
had grown very rapldlv.

thousand coffins for these ho mado
by hand himself, and. In fm-t- . It has only
I cen since thn inlrodiii Hon of muchliu-ry-mnd-

coffins and caskets that f lias given up maiiu-facturli-

them hliii'lr. During his sixty
years' cuicer as an undertaker ho has seen
the pln-- poplar or inank walnut collln,

and trimmed with u few cast-iro- n or
ilvcr-plnto- d ornaments, oiolvn Into tlo su-

perb caskets of 'ashlnni-i- l as if tor all
rinneior, draped lu silks, hrimdUoth, and satins
nnd trimmed In mild silver or gold. Thirty
tlvo vears ago Mr. Pelliei made his own collln.
He selected a brnnilfiil pleco of black walnut
for it. and without assistance iuaclo it Info an

o collln without iiuy ornaments. Tills
lilt rttll keeps lu his establishment, and as ho
has ulviavs expressed u dirlro In be burled lu It,
Ills wisher vvlil be compiled vvllh.

All of his playmate nf four-scor- o years ngo.
all of the "old hOttlm and pioneers," all nf the
"oldest lni.abltr.ntH, ' h.iu been laid to rest by
this venerable man. Ilo bus burled the firs'-bor- n

mid tho last boiii, tho first of n family
end tbu last nf a family. 111 his own family
ho has biirtnd membi'ls of four pcticrutlnns.
During the cholera pliiguu lie burled human
beings nt tho rale of twenty a day. He liai
buried those who li.no died from fearful chip
tuglous discuses', vet ho Iiuh never been 111 n
day. Ho has bulled thorn whom, after he did
so, ho would churgo thu expense in tho piollt
and los account, lis thero wus no m,o left of
relatives or family lo tiny the bills. Mli.atluu-ulltlo- s,

civilized and ravage, nil colore, all
creeds, nil uge, nil stations nf life, havo had
his services. From tho mansion to thohutiill
hnvi seen him. nil know him. Moro than lil,-00- 0

human beings! Verlls, be can of tho
cities of the dead. To this day hu mountr his
hu-r- and drives to a funeral with the tamoagility he did half h lentury ago. lu the hot-
test nnd the coldest weather old man Peltier
miiv bu seen featcd on the hearse, taking somo
poor mortal to his lust nstlnit place. He

his oiielleut health toliisregularltv
of habits and total abstinence from liquors nnd
tiihumi 111 any foriii, During his long busi-
ness career he bus nnvor sued a pcrcon for ft
lllU. If you can't pay hlm-n- ll right. If ionaro able tn and won't- - )ou may go to the devil.
That li thv way ht puis It,

ti4rts's4'.ft,'ii,fjr.--C(..r.i--i.'.tiiy,"4r,i.tJ.iii.J- i

INDIANS WHO IMPROVE.

Am'AXClt OF Tilt! JlT.AOKl'Kr,T
aj.oso tub inline jira.v.s iiuad.

lint Yenterdnv n Fierce, Nnmnrtlo People,
To.Dnv They Are Peaceful Tillers nrthci
Bell nnd Ralarra of Pat Cnttlr-T- he In.
iilnn Aaent lathe tVortt or t'UIIUntlnn.

Bt.ACKfEET ItMEiivATiON, Mon Dec. p. A
newly nnpolntcd Governor of tho Northwest
Territory, Canada, was Introduced one dav to
an old frontiersman, who bluntly asged what
business bad brought him lo tho far West.

"Why," ropllod the somewhat embarrassed
official, " I'm the now Governor. I've come out
here to administer the laws; to to civilize tho
Indians, and nil that, you know."

"Huh!" exclaimed the frontiersman. "Come
out to civilize the Indians, hey? Wnl, Gov-erno- r.

I'll tell you right now that when you
clvlllro theso hero Indians you'll sco dried
apples growing on tho Cottonwood treos."

This opinion or tho old plainsman, that It Is
Impossible to clvlllro tho Indlnnt. I shared by a
large number of people, many of them sincerely
friendly toward their red biothers. I will ad-

mit that It seems Impossible to do anything
with or for somo tribes, as. for Instance, tho
Apaches. But thero nre others who would In
time undoubtedly become good citizens had they
the proper encouragement. Thero are still others
already far advanced upon the whito man's
road, tolling and striving by honest endeavor to
learn the white man's arts and ways. Perhaps
the furthest advanced of tho different Wcstorn
tribes nre the Blackfeet but yestorday a fierce,
nomndlo peoplo; y peaceful tillers of the
soil, raisers of fat cattle, and proud ot the prog-

ress they havo made.
The Blackfeet wero once the largest nnd most

powerful body of Indians In the West. Of
Algonquin rtook, they came from the far
North, from the region of tho Great Slave
Lake, about a hundred years ago, and In a short
time ororran and conquerod all that vast exr
panse of prairie and mountain extending from
tbo Snskatcheway Itlver tn Canada, south to
the Yellowstone In Montana, and from the
Rocky Mountains eastward for more than ZOO

miles. Tho many tribes thoy found Inhabiting
this great game region were soon driven beyond
Its borders, but even then they were not safe;
Illackfcrt war parties continually harassed
them, killing and scalping their braves, stealing
their horses nnd women, and destroying their
property. They woro quick to roallze tho valuo
ot the horse, and parties ot young men went far
to tho south, sometimes as far as Mexico, whero
they stole large herds from tho Spaniards.

When the Hudson's Bay Company first met
tho Blackfeet thero were about eight thousand
lodges (tepoos) of them, or 40,000 peoplo, Slnco
then small-po- war, and starvation havo re-

duced their numbers, until at the presont tlmo
the Blackfeet nation comprises only 8,000 per-

sons all told. Of these all but 2,000 aro In Can-

ada, cooped up on small reservations, nnd
scarcely any further advanced In civilization
than they wero years ago. But this Is not their
fault; they bavo the same physical and mental
capacity as the Montana Blackfeet. Tho Do-

minion Government, however, seems to think
that Its duty consists solely of fulfilling treat;
obligations, which aro merely a few pounds of
flour nnd beef Issued weekly, and an annuity of
$5 a year to each person.

No moro bloodthirsty people ever travelled the
prairies than the Blackfeet wero. As soon as
overland travel to California began they kept
largo war parties continually In the vicinity ot
tlianmlir-n- nl trail tr liitrnss tli niiwnrv trnvpl.
lers. Men, women, and children were relent-
lessly butchered whenever an opportunity
occurred, and tho booty and horses they secured
were quickly taken nothwnrd to their homes.
Returning from such a raid early In the '00s, n
war party, commanded by Chief Little Dog.
showed tho American Fur Company's factor nt
Fort Benton a handful of flvo, ten, and twenty
dollar gold pieces, and asked him why the whites
did not finish tho buttons by puttingeyes in them.
The factor replied that the "buttons" in question
were not buttons at all. but pieces ot valuable
metal used by tbo whites for trading purposes.
Questioned ns to where ho got them, the chief
said that he and his followers bad surprised a
small party of white men travelling westward
on thu Oregon trail. Tbo whites had all got
away, leaving their puck horses behind. Four
of these horses, the chief said, carried two
boxes ouch ot the jellow-- buttons. He and his
rollowers had each taken a handful or two. and
tho rest (probably about $10,000) tbey had
dumped In the creek.

Willi tho discovery of gold In Montana tho
Blackfeet turned their attention to the miners
and settlers who began to pour into the moun-
tains and valleys of what they considered their
own private hunting ground. In a short time
they became so bad that the miners dared not
go out to prospect In the hills, all Immigration
ceased, and the few- - settlers left tied to the min-
ing camps for safety. HcalUIng that something
must be dune to protect the settlers, tho War
Department Instructed the commandlngnfficer
at Fort tahaw to proceed at onco to tho Black-feel- 's

camp and mage an example of them.
It was lu the dead of winter, bitterly cold,

and tho Blackfeet worn camped up and down
the Marian Itlver. In scattered villages, for fifty
miles or more. Just as day was breaking one
morning t ol Baker drew up his troops on a
bluff overlooking a camp of eighty lodges, is-

sued a few Instructions, and ordered them to
fire. The hall of bullets struck many lu the
sleeping camp as they lay In their beds. Awak-
ened by the crash of rifles and tho screams nf
the wounded, the people lushed nut of their
lodgoi in terror. Men, women, und children
vvern Indiscriminately shot down, and nf over
400 peoplo in tho camp but eight crnped. The
soldiers tore down tlielr lodges and piled them
In a greut heap, along with their household
goods and tho robes nnd furs, set fire to the
iiinf. unit nnletli- - turnnd hack tmiArd tho fort.

The few Indians wno escuped this massacre
lost no tlmo In currying the tidings lo the other
villages along the river. Severn as this lesson
was. i was ono they needed, nnd it hud thn in-

tended effect, thai day the Blackfeet
bavo never onco made war against the whites.
Urged time and again by tho Sioux, the fhry-enne-

and the Ncz Perce to Join them lu exter-
minating the "white dogs," they have steadily
refused lodlg up the hatchet, knowing full well
what would b their fate If thoy did.

In 1H3S these peoplo concluded their first
treaty with tlio United States whereby they
relinquished all claims tn their hunting ground
south of the rl River, a tract about two
hundred miles square, for a few hundred dol.
tars' worth of guns, nuiiniinittnii, nnd trinkets.
A few ears later tile liovvrnment established
an for tbeiii nt Fort Dviitnn, which was
lnlerruptidly moved north and westward tolls
present on the east Hlopenf theltockfes.
Ill the early days, and Indeed up In 1HH.I, when
the buffalo were exterminated, the lllu-kfre- t

were wholly Independent of (ioi eminent aid,
'J lie blankets, food. Implements, .. , sent out to
them from time to lime wei e mostly un- ailed for,
and Mintier or latvr in)sterlousl disappeared,
and were afterwards sold by tho finnld-- irnd-rr- i

tn the miners nnd settlers. Not all of the
Indian ugeuts In thoe diivs, however, wcrudls-hom'- t.

When the notorious Indian ring wan at
tho height of lis power, $.V0II0 was sent the
lllnck Font agent tn bo distr butud by him to
his charges. I'ho ugent relumed the money to
the authorities at with a polite
notn informing thorn that Ills Indians knew
nothing about money, and hud no use for It
mi) way. The ring concluded t lint iboy had no
use for so foolish an agent as that, and inu short
tlmu lie wassuptrsettcd by ono of thn gave.

In INTO thero wus u uutUcubludeueHsa in tbu
heid.s of bulTulo, which wero ut onio the food,
shelter, and raiment of tho prairie Indians, and
tho Illiukfeet began to depend upon their
agency for partial support, '1 heir agent mean,
while wns sending In glowing accounts or the
progress his charges wero making under Ills
fatherly uro. They wore succeedlnir In agrl
culture; they had pigs und other stock; whence
up tn this tune thuy had neither potutons nor
pork. Thus It huppctird that in 11SS.I, when tho
bull iilo vv bx terminated, theie wus little food
for them at their agency, for their ugoiil had

the depititmt-ht- .

At II m tho nun hcuircd allttlo sustenance
for their families by hunting the small gaum
lu I lie vlrliilly; but I hut wns soon exterminated,
and then tho peoplo began to die. Dally thn
poor vv omen craw led about thn agent's hoiiso,
hold their skinny and gnuul-cyc-- d children up
lo his vlt-w-, and begged him tu give them even
thv stnalleH piece of bread. .S'nno was forth,
cnmiiig. hiilnt tliu samu time he wus feeding a
huge flock or poultry with corn. Children
might die. but hu must have rc-g-s for breakfast,
Tu be sure, the umoiint of com wns not great
which ho took from them, but at least It would
havo saved tho lives of two or threu if
the 400 peoplo who died that winter for
lack uf food. f in tills could not last forever.
Friends of the Indians, especially the army
officers nt Fort Shaw, untitled the authorities. f
the ivielcheil (Ohditloii Iho Blackfeet wero In.
All Inspector was sent nut, and the first thing
lie did. even before suspending the ugent, was
to kirk lu his henhouse door, drive nut the
umltry, und glvo the remaining corn to the In-

dians standing about. Belief was at hand: pro-
visions were snoii brought in, not In large quuntl.
ties, to bo sure, bill at least sufficient to keep soul
and body together. At this tlmo thn Black.
fei'l wero the sullen, listless people nun id
often hears the Indians described to be, .i"l
why shouldn't they have been sn? Onco proud
possersors of an almost lltnitloii domain.
They had been driven northward und west-
ward, and told tn wander no more; their stall'
ot life, the buffalo, hud been exterminated be.
foruthvir very (.yon by the white sUa limners)

iiifj?i-t,t- tjs - ? -

lastl r.thelr "Father" had starved them and their
children to death. So, utterly discouraged, with
nothing to occupy their time, they remained
grouped In little camps nnd villages near the
ngenoy for some years. Kvory Saturday they
druw a few pounds of beef and Hour, which were
eaten up In throe dais. The rest of tho week
they went without food, but were thankful for
what they got, for It was much better than the
awful winter when there wns noting nt all to eat.

In ISRH the Onvcrninent mado a bargain with
the Blackfeet whereby for tho consideration of
81.600,000 they relinquished all right and title
tn tho eastern part nf their reservation, a strip
100 miles long and (10 wide. By tho advice of
their friends It was expressly stipulated In th;
treaty that no onrt of this sum should bo paid
them In cash, but Instcnd they should annually
receive SlAvi.QOO worth of food, clothing, agri-
cultural Implement!-- . and llvo stork for n porlod
or ten years. Luckily for them about this time
a man was appointed as their agent who had In-

timately known them for thirty years.
Coining to Montana In lHSR as an

of thn American Fur Company. Major
Steell soon became one of the'r

greatest friends, Thrown Into dnlly Inter-
course with them by his business, he soon
learned their language, and at different times

topped In tholr camp", hunted with them, and
got to know them and their ways better than
thoy did themselves. Hut It was no easy task
tho Major hud boforo him. Here was a peoplo
whose only Implements hud been tho bow and
arrow, tho gun and knlfn. Fownf them had
ever held a plough: they did not know how to
harness n horse; when they chopped a tree Ihny
hacked It round nnd round like a beavor until
It toll; worst nf all, the male lndlnn hnd always
been taught that work, mere drudgery, was for
womon, and ho wns ashamed to tako the
woman s place. But even at tho start thero
were a few who determiner! to follow the white
man's road. They selected desirable locations,
were provided with wagons and harness. Imple-
ments and seeds, and went resolutely to work.

Tho agent encournged thrm. His farmers
taught them how to hold the plough, how to
plant tho seeds; how to handle the axe. nnd the
way to notch tho logs for their rude little cabins.
Somo of those who began so valiantly became
discouraged ; they found work easier to talk
about than to accomplish. Hut with great pa-
tience, thu agent listened tu their troubles;
begged them to persevere for tho sake of their
children, if not for their own. and explained to
thmn how proud the Great Father would bo of
them If they followed his advice, and nfter a
llltlo talk of this kind they would return to
thrlr tusks with redoubled effort. The willing
ones having been started out In good shape, at-

tention was turned to tho others, who were
either too proud or too lnzy to follow the
example set by their moro energetic brothers.
Tho proud wero ridiculed; the lazy were re-
fused the things thov woro continually asking
for und told that they wero only for those who
tried tn help themselves, nnd finally ono by one
they discarded tlielr blankets nnd leggings,
donned civilized costume, and went to work.
Thus tho old communal life was broken up.
Whero once a cluster of tepees were pitched
was now a single ranch. Tho low, mud-roofe- d

cabin was crudely built, the ploughed and
fenced ground of small extent, but It vvas en-
couraging, nnd Improvement was steady.

In 1HII0 800 heifers were Issued to the Black-
feet as an experiment. A few of the people Inst
no time lu eating theirs; others neglected or sold
tl.em; but the groaler number herded their few
head with constant tare, fed them during the
winter storms, and In thp spring, when the calf
crop came, there was great rejoicing. An Indian
would comn Into the agent's office and proudly
announce that his cows had hail so many calves.
Thou the agent would compliment him on his
Industry and careof his stock durlngthe winter,
nnd then, turning to some one who had eaten
his, tell him to sen how foolish he had
been: that III a few years this man would
be rich: that his children would lack for noth-
ing, and so on. Finding that nn the whole the
IndlatiH haddono well with the cattle, a large
number were bought and Issued to them the
succeeding sear, and all In all. up to date, they
havo received 8,000 head. These, with their
increase, now number UK. 000, not to mention
the largo number nf beef steers that tbo In-
dians have sold. This season they shipped flvo
train loads of prima steers to Chicago, for
which thoy received $40,000; they furnished
the agency witli S1U.000 worth or beef, and still
many of the poople have from two to twenty four-- j

ear-ol- d steers on band, each one of them worth
from S40 toSOO. It Is most gratifying to the
friends nt the Blackfeet to see the manner In
which they expend the large sums they receive
for their beef. They hire carpenters to build
them neat and comfortable houses; they buy
handsome sets of furniture, good clothes,
durable and expensive buckboards, wagons and
carriages, nnd live well, ns prosperous ranchers
should. None of the money goes for whiskey,
or cheap and gundy finery. What a change In
les than ten years! From the skin lodge to
the framo hou-o- ; from indifferent idienesi to
busy thrift; from the wild warrior and hunter
to the peaceful husbandman. Dried apples are
indeed crowing on the Cottonwood treesl

Tho Blackfeet can truly be exiled a civilized
The older ones, of course, do not speak

ngllsh. nur enn they read and write: but all
the children of suitable ageflre attending school
and In a short tlmo this people w 111 be different
from us only In color. I said In the beginning
of this letter that It vvas apparently Impossible
to civilize tome of our Indian tribes, as, for in-
stance, the Apaches. But there are others, soma
right here In this Mute, who could and would
have done as well as the Blackfeet had ihey had
tho opportunity. .Much depends upon the In-
dian agent. Unto the present tlmu this oftUe
lias been ono of t lie perquisites of the political
parti In power. No mutter how conscientious
or energetic an agent has been, ns a rule, when
there has come u change of Administration ho
lins lost his place, and it has often
been taken bv some one Intent only on
the salary and wholly Indifferent to the
welfare of his churie-- . Of such and worse the
Blackfeet have bud their share. They have had
agents who starved thmn: agents who were
generally in a state or intoxication, and agents
who stole their property and bartered It tor
furs and money. Appointed by a Republican
Adrattitstratlon, the present Blackfeet agent
wns removed by President Cleveland, an army
officer taking Ills place: but the latter was soon
rernlled. and through tho Intercessions of the
Indian Bight and others who knew the
good work Major Steell wus doluir, and how
deeply ho wus interested In tho progress of
these people, thn President wns indncrd to re-
instate him. much tn the chagrin of a number
of good llemoiruts who vvere trying to get ttio
place. 1 his Is one nf the very few instances on
lecord where an Indian airent of adverse politics
to the Administration has been reinstated or
continued lu office.

The Government has been a long time trying
tn solve tlie Indian problem. Thn trouble Is,
there has been too much theory and too Utile
practical work about it. Few if any of tho long
succession of Indian Cnnimlsinnershuveknown
Anything about tho Indian, his needs, his abill-I-

mid his chrtrticler Thel- - have sat In
their office In and outlined courses
which they thought should be right, but which,
w lien put into practice, hnvo generally failed.
Two things only are required to place the In
dians Hucti of them as aro capable of being

a and
these are: Agents who thoroughly under-
stand tholr nnd ure Interested
In their work; amnio funds for them
tn curry on that work. An Indian agent
ji.is a great responsibility on his hands.
Given every means to carry on the work of
civilization and nil that that Implies, It still
rests with him what the moral and social
standing of his wards shall bu; whether they
steadily advance on tlie road to and
nrnperltv, or w bother they lapo Into tile old
Idleness and savagery. Ho should have had a
long aiqiiiiintunco with them and tlielr peculi-
arities, lln shoti'd bp a man of the strictest In-

tegrity. He should reoelvu thn appointment as
n speoialls t In his line, and not on account of
Ins poinds Bui no matter how energetic
and is un agent may be, he
can do lit tits without a gimd appropriation
to buck him up. A friend or mine who
vlsltiilthe Ihoennes lust summer lolls me
that lln-- nre uttirly destitute. They receive
niiMially a scant supply of rations and
clothing, and thai. Is all. l'vory one who knows
these people con. edei that they would rapidly
adviini i if they had thuopportunlty. Thej nre
Intelligent .'ibovo the avcrncu, und by no means
la?.). Mi f i lend saw them cutting hay with
butcher knives, nnd packing It tn tlielr corrals
nu trnvniH So long as tho linvcrnmeht persists
In tills parsimonious they can not bo

to progris-- . How much hotter It would
bo to bit) I hell- - surplus laud for a generous sum,
and intent the amount in agricultural Imple-
ments, tattle, and thn many things u runchmun
heeds; then, under the giililnncu nf an agent
who really had tholr welfare at heart, they
would soon attain thu position the Muck feet
have already reached.

MlstonU Ills Mnu.
Finmthe t'iirdlii Itallu 2'nbltnr.

A dilapidated pattern of a man stepped up to
a cltleii who was wulMng briskly Hiring tho
strent tlio other evening und accosted him.

"Ciip'n," hesaltl, "I hain't gut nn hard luck
slur). I'm nbml us lazy and ornery as they
inuko 'em, iind 1 won't work ns long as I can
pick nil nliv lu' without It. but I'M thirsty, and
thnl's ilio truth. I hain't had anything tn drink
for two hours, and it you'll glvo me n dime I'll
go und spi-ii- It for whiskey. 'I hat's dead hon-
est. I'm spoilln' for a drink ' liquor."

His voh o bad noiio ut tlie whlno ot tho prnfes-- s

rinn' vagrant, hut his nlnccrlly murlo nu
mi his listener.

"M rr'etid." mild Iho citizen, slowlv nnd
solemnly. "I did not Imagine suchdopruilty

If Jon bud nskod mo for soim-mln- Willi
which t" hu J fooilnr necessary clott lngl slnmld
f.avt-- 'Ken lu iiccedlng tot ur request,
I f m i l.ud iiski d for mono) enough t'i pay f ir a
hum. "f hero he looked nt hliu from
he. d foot "you iipin-ii- r to be ill miiiiii in
it .nill him- - afforded mu snnero Fiitli-fi- n

ten in extend a helping hand to mi
Bui inu havo chtsen tn appeal to a total
Miuigtrfor means wherewith to minister to
tho gratification nf n most ignniilo appetite' Do
pin noil thai the curse of si ungdrlnk .I'lhtl.
ulli ionics into the gruvo ilini.i 00 human he.
Ii.gs in tills country' Do jn-- i know tint tho
jear'v i.pelidltiiro for nb nolle
niiioiints tn ii sum equal to the national debt?
Iluw J oil any Idea of the tllertor spliitiious
beverages mi the delicate, snn.ltive Into r coat-lu- g

ol the rtnuiuchy If you lave not. mr
fr end. let mu warn you by all ion h Id sacred
In i;, i. up your Indulgence In this rurful. lerrl-li- b

Inibii! Oh, fellow mortal H nl. nf the -- "
ti. t tho greasy vngran' wit ! In limr nn

iiv Ilo hurried arouii 1 1' ur s.itdown
o the curbstone, took off his I it a nl fnuncd
himself,

And I took 'lm for asporiin' gent!" ho ejac-- I
uluu-- In a tone of deep dltu uV

WINTER WEATHER, INDEED . M
a nKCAT.ia now xiro iHzui.i ii:cr.3t;iv:ix jsxdjsd.

Illinois' Homlnr Winter of 1800, sTheq JbbI
the Know Hilt the Tope of Treea-Tf- w !HWenlher That Followed You a a Ben H
Cos's vftsh far n Hudden Vreese-.- sk

'

lllnst Direct from tha North Pole. ' ''H
"Ihavoalwaysnotlccd,"saldanoclogenarlaa . H

resident of this city. " that when early Docera- - H
her Is mild nnd fair we're suro to 1ict old jH
Boreas howling about our cars, sharp anS ' "'lsudden, toward the latter part of tho montlu )H
But I novcr know him to coins down and snor iHhis teeth quite bo terribly nt the farondof
mild December ns ho usod tn on the llllnoh '

prairies tn the pioneer days. I vvas nn Illinois vlpioneer. My folks settled In a pleco of timber JH
In McLean county known as Keg Grove. Th '
grovo got Its name from the circumstance of ltd H
having been tradod to a white man by ltd. bjl
Indian owners for a keg of whiskey. Tho city 'AH
of Bloomlngton ocouplcs tho site of Keg Orovsj H
now. Wo settled thero In 1820. There wersj. laH
only 40,000 people In the wholo Stato ot Illinois Vlthen. Neighbors wero few and far between H
about Keg Drove. M

"Tho fall and early winter of 1830 wero verr iHdry and mild. Lto In December, and with verf .'jH
Httlo warning, anow began falling. It didn't 'Hfall, cither. It tumbled. It came down In regu-- ,H
lar ready-mad- e snowbanks, and continued wlth H
out a moment's let-u- p for two days and nights
You may have some Idea of how deep the snow .Vl
fell when I tell you that wbon It went away In.

the spring tho stumps of trees that bad bcoa jlcut for firewood, as the choppers stood on tha ilsnow during the winter, wero seven feet high, ''tljH
that being as low down as the choppers could, '1get at the trees. In going to a neighbor's t Ja
drove over tho tops of their orchard trees and ,'JJH
did not know It. It was a fortunato thins vJBlfl
that the corn crop had been good that year, for aH
many families wero so blockaded by the snow liiBI
that they could not get out of tholr houses, "'"IBM
They would have starved to death, but ther '4hI
lived on corn, which they pounded Into coarst i'tH
meal or hominy, and that was so generally th
case that the winter was ever afterward knowa iH
to the pioneers as the Hominy Winter. f

" Deer, wolves, and wild turkeys were mors 4H
plonttful than domestto animals and fowls lo iH
McLean county then. Deer grew so bold front 'lHhunger during that deep snow that when they H
heard men chopping downs trees they would Vjl
como up and eat the branches as the tree .flfell. Hundreds of deer wero caught la
this way, and the wolves killed hundreds '?3H
more. Ono settler named Cowen caught ''
nineteen deer, penned them np, nnd fattened Hthem on corn. Wild turkeys ho.vered about ftH
tho cabins, and I fed scores of them out of tha
window of our house. We had a drove ot twenty- - JrlJ
five hogs covered by the deep snow, and they I'H
remained beneath It six weeks. In a space nos, iiH
moro than thirty feet across. When we found
them there were only twelve of the drove left. !H
and they were as fat as fat could be. They bail VH
feasted on the other thirteen. So many deer lal
were crowded Into a piece or timber known as Sobbb
Buckle's Grove lhat they killed every tree In th .Hgrovo by girdling to get the bark to eat. Cattla i'iaafl
died by the score during the six weeks thatinow H
lay on the ground, because noonoconld get to 'liTaafl
them to dig them out and care for them. 'H"There was heavy frost every month In tha VHyear after that deep snow. Corn couldn't ripen. InH
and there wasn't enough gathered for seed to ':.'Hplant the next season. There wasn't a bushel of '.Hseed corn to be bad nearer than Ohio In 183?. L'TaH
It cost $3 a bushel. John Duffy came lnthaC IHyear with a few bushels of small, yellow corn raTfl
from Pennsylvania. That was planted. It ma- - pH
lured early, and some people out there raise iHDuffy corn yet. H

"But In December, 1830, the prairie pioneers ,Hgot some weather that mado them quit dating
things from the winter ot the deep snow, Tha H
month bad been warm and molsu Everything H
was slush und slop and mud. Young Ben Cox's ?ibTbtJ
father had been to Chlcngo with a drove of iHhogs, and he brought Ben a pair of skates. LvH
There wasn't another pair in all that part of ?the State. But there was no ice. and younir ..":

Ben got desperate because be couldn't use his "vH
new states. One day he was so mad that he i'jarfl
yelled out: 4saal

1 wiili to the Lord it'd get so cold that 3Hthings 'd freeze before they knew It!' --flTfl
"I don't sudposb that what followed was 'iHowing to Ben's wish, but whon he n.ade It rain 'Hwas falling and the thermometer stood at 40 'JM

above zero. Suddenly the wind began to SH
blow a gnle. It came out of the Northwest, OH
and no wind that ever swept over those prairies, )Hbefore or since, came so near being a blast from 'Lraal
the North Polo as that one was. Almost In-- TbH
tantlv the mercury dropped from 40 above to rftfl

20 below zero, and the falling rain was tnrnerl 'Hat once to pellets and barbs of Ice. Tha damp Vsl
air froze so quickly that It became one great .Hcloud of flying frost.

"This polar blast swept down upon us at 3 jTH
o'clock In the afternoon. John Dawson was oa. ?.H
his way from Williams's mill, six miles down aH
Salt Creek. Ho ban gone half a mile from tho rrM
mill when he heard a roar like thunder. Tha iaM
noise was behind him. Looking around he saw JIM
the storm coming, and the rain freezing befora 'BIt. When 11 struck him he turned to go back to ?Hthe mill. Before bis horse was headed about
Dawson was frozen fast In the saddle. Tha SiH
slush had been more than fetlock deep. By tha Safl
time Dawson hud urged his horse around a iHhundred sards the siush was frozen so It bora IkIthe horse's weight, and It was with great dlfll- - rafl
culty that Dawson got back to the mill, tha ,Hwater In the mad having become such a glars JlfcH
of ten that his horse could scarcely make his ImH
way over It. itlBB

"Fowls that wero out on the soft ground &H
when this unheard-o- f chango of weather came) 'llH
vvere frozen fast where l bey stood. Cowa froxa KfJB
in their tracks. Our folks had three hogs vH
frozen to death while thoy were hurrying from. HH
their feeding places to their pen. less than 300 ("
sards away. Squire Buck was riding home In ,sfl
the rain when the freezing windstorm met him. Mlie had on a big overcoat, which was unDut- - r4fl
toned. It was wet from the rain. The wind ,fH
blew It open anil apreail cacu siuo out, irum ma jaH
Squire's body like a big wing and froze it In MM
that position as stiff as iron. The Squire was hM
frozen fast In his saddle, and when he reached lHhome, nearer dend than allvo, bis overcoat had j--

tn be chopped oft before he could get through, -- B
the door uf his house. rH"John Lapham hul forded the Mackinaw and ',?!
his horse slipped off a rim or Ice at the edge of JM
the stream and got In the mud between the ;M
shore and thu Ice. At that moment the cold vfsal
wove, rushed upon them. Lapham Jumped UM
from his horse to assist It In getting free from
the mud and Ice. but Ihe horse was frozen fast i'Mtheraboforeltrecoveredsufrlcienllyloniove.and fjM
La Dim m had tr abandon It to its fate, succeed- -
lug with greut difficulty himself In reaching a VM
bouse only half a mile away. 9fieorgeMcHildretl. and Samuel Pike were ,W
on their way homo from the east, whero ther
bad been with a drove of cattle. 'Ihey were ou Ahorseback. When they were near Little Ver- - Jm
million I'rect they ran ugalnsi tbo roaring m
storm. There was a flood lu the stream, and It
vvas full of running leu. On the opposite bank ;

was a house, but there wns nono nearer than AX
twelve miles castor the creek, It was Imppssl- - ra
bin to rross the stream, and Mclllldreth and his ,fl
companion turned their hores toward a grove )9
half a mile away. They reached the grove, but jjIt gavo them lutlo protection from the terrible r
weather. Pike said thai the only way they $
rnuhl keep from freezing was to Ml their yjm
horses, cut them open, and crawl Inside their J9bodies. Mclllldreth agreed vvllh h.m, and
made an effort tn cut Ills horse s throat, but !
the horso Jerked nwny from him and ;Jm
galloped buck toward tho creels. P ke sue- - i.
cen In killing his hurse, und MoHlldretU H
follow ed his with tho hope of catching it. He M
canmuii with Hat thu creek, which bad frozen CB
solidly from shorn to shore in tho short time .'

rlnco they iind left It. Mclllldreth crossed on .flM
the ice and Ills horse followed him. He found MM
shelter at the house for himself and horse. nm
After recovoilng from the effects nf his bitter , tjm
experience, Im nnd the man who lived In the fM
house went back to rescue Pike. 'Ihey found im
blm Inslili-tlioilea- hnrse. iroen tndenth. ,m

" That cold snap lusted six weeks, and was a ft
fpell of a pal her lhat made folks shudder when. s
ver they thought of it, even in summertime, ,y

eor many a year afterwurd." i.

M
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Itreelveil n Itrbukn from a "Vnitntx Womaa .ti
I'olltvly but Not In it I'roper Spirit, '9

A young man and a younger woman stood last , K
evening nt thu plate which tells whero the lj
middle nt thu b'.g bridge la. She was a pretty sj

girl and her movements were graceful. Ha 2
wasn't halt bad looking either, but something ?

had happened to iiiuku iho girl ungry nt him.
Hhe stood racing linn, and In the greenish light ''
her regular features woro purfed In away that y
made the man bow his head. Shu was talking
In a low vol'-c- , nnd alio emphasized hor words fi
with llltlo nods of her head. J

After n bit "he tumid suddenly on hor heel $
nndwull.nl r.ipldli toward New York, louvlna IJM

the mini " Hiding there with his head half SJ

bowed. Vtur a while he, too, walked toward tiff
Nt-i- Yiir, b it in a helpless utirt of way, just as KB
U tin weie ui.i at the knees, At tho lower he Uf,

lookul nb mi. walking clnir nround i lit- - middle Jiij
buwn-- - II"'1 he vviiitiiti again slowly. Hu rrl
lonl.id ti. t ' 'he shadow at thn tm minus, then i?
went i a saloon a few doors lip tun aid tho U
jlowci . .i gli ho mdii'i li: like a drinking ',K

man. i hour later ho came out, his derby
rumple ud dirty, but them was a grin on bit W
face AhiiU wasn't, thero wbvu h wuala, '
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